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IN THE COURT OF THE 
PRAIRIE ISLAND MDEWAKANTON DAKOTA COMMUNITY 

PRAIRIE ISLAND INDIAN COMMUNITY         STATE OF MINNESOTA 

              Court File No. 

Petition for Divorce 

  I have paid the $365 Filing Fee 

Petitioner, 

v. 

Respondent. 

1. Your Identifying Information
a. Your Contact Information

Name: 

Address: 

City: State: Zip Code: 

Phone Number: 

Email Address: 

Name of Your Attorney (if any): 

b. Your Mailing Address
Your mailing address is the same as the address above: OR
Your mailing address is:

Address: 

City: State: Zip Code: 
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c. Other Information: 

Your date of birth: 

Are you an enrolled member of the Prairie Island Indian Community?   Yes   No 

Are you an enrolled member of any other federally recognized tribe?   Yes   No 

If yes, state which tribe: 

 
d. Aliases: 

Do you have any former or other names?    Yes    No 

 
If no, continue to Section 2. If yes, complete this information about those names, attaching other 
sheets if needed: 

First: Middle: Last: 

First: Middle: Last: 

 
2. Information about Your Spouse 

a. Your Spouse’s Contact Information 

 Name: 

Address 

City: State:  Zip Code: 

Phone Number: 

Email Address: 
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b. Your Spouse’s Mailing Address 
 Same as above address OR 
 You do not know your spouse’s mailing address OR 
 Your spouse’s mailing address is: 

Address: 

City: State: Zip Code: 

 
c. Your Spouse’s Other Information 

Date of Birth: 

Is your spouse an enrolled member of the Prairie Island Indian 
Community?   Yes   No 

Is your spouse an enrolled member of any other federally recognized 
tribe?   Yes   No 

If yes, state which tribe:  

 
d. Your Spouse’s Aliases 

Does your spouse have any former or other names?    Yes    No 

 
If no, continue to Section 3. If yes, complete this information about those names, attaching other 
sheets if needed: 

First: Middle: Last: 

First: Middle: Last: 

 
3. Your Marriage 

You and your spouse were married on:  Month: Day: Year: 

City: County: 

State: Country: 
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4. Jurisdiction 

This Court has jurisdiction over this matter because (check all that apply) 
 You are a member of the Prairie Island Indian Community. 
 You are a member of another federally recognized tribe. 
 Your spouse is a member of the Prairie Island Indian Community. 
 Your spouse is a member of another federally recognized tribe. 
 Other: ______________________________________________________ 

 
5. Grounds for Divorce 

Do you state that there been an irretrievable breakdown of the marriage 
relationship and that there is no reasonable prospect of reconciliation?   Yes   No 

 
6. Other Court Proceedings 

Has a separate court case for marriage dissolution, legal separation, or 
annulment already been started by your or your spouse in Minnesota or 
elsewhere?  If another case is pending and you do not disclose it, your 
petition can be dismissed. 

  Yes    No 

 
If no, continue to Section 7. If yes, complete this information about that court case: 

County: State: 

Court File Number: 

The case is:    Open   Closed   I do not know 

 
7. Protection or Harassment Order 

Is an Order for Protection, Do Not Contact, or a Harassment/Restraining 
Order in effect regarding you and your spouse?     Yes                 No 
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If no, continue to Section 8. If yes, complete this information about that order: 

The order protects:    You   Your spouse 

The order was filed in: County: State: 

Date: Court file number: 

 
8. Children and Child Support 
“Minor” children are under age 18, or under age 20 but still in high school. 
 

a. Children and Pregnancy 

Do you and your spouse have minor children together?    Yes     No 

Do you and your spouse have any adult dependent children who are not 
able to support themselves because of a physical or mental condition?    Yes    No 

Is either spouse pregnant?      Yes    No    Unknown 

 
b. Children’s Information 

Complete this section for all children born during the marriage. If none, write “none.” Attach 
additional sheets if needed. 

Full Name of Child Date of Birth  Age 
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Complete this section for all children born before the marriage. If none, write “none.” Attach 
additional sheets if needed. 

Full Name of Child Date of Birth  Age 

   

   

   

   

 
9. Pets and Livestock 

a. Do you and your spouse have any pets?       Yes    No 

 
If no, continue to Section 9(b). If yes, complete this information about the pets. Attach additional 
sheets if needed. 

Pet name and description 
Who should take 
custody of the 
pet? 

Who should pay 
for the pet’s 
care? 

  You 
 Your Spouse 
 Shared 

 You 
 Your Spouse 
 Shared 

  You 
 Your Spouse 
 Shared 

 You 
 Your Spouse 
 Shared 

  You 
 Your Spouse 
 Shared 

 You 
 Your Spouse 
 Shared 

  You 
 Your Spouse 
 Shared 

 You 
 Your Spouse 
 Shared 
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b. Do you and your spouse have any livestock?       Yes    No 

 
If no, continue to Section 10. If yes, complete this information about the livestock. Attach 
additional sheets if needed. 

Livestock description 
Who should take 
custody of the 
livestock? 

Who should pay 
for the 
livestock’s care? 

  You 
 Your Spouse 
 Shared 

 You 
 Your Spouse 
 Shared 

  You 
 Your Spouse 
 Shared 

 You 
 Your Spouse 
 Shared 

  You 
 Your Spouse 
 Shared 

 You 
 Your Spouse 
 Shared 

 
10. Your Employment 

Are you employed?       Yes    No 

Are you self-employed?      Yes    No 

 
If you are unemployed, continue to Section 11. If you are employed or self-employed (or both), 
complete this information about your current employment. If you have more than one job, list the 
name and address of each employer. If you are self-employed, list the entity name or your name 
and business address. Attach additional sheets if needed. 

Your First Employer’s Name: 

Your Employer’s Street Address: 

City: State:  Zip Code: 
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Your Second Employer’s Name (if any): 

Your Employer’s Street Address: 

City: State:  Zip Code: 

 
11. Spousal Maintenance  
Spousal Maintenance is income that one spouse earns from employment or investment and pays 
to the other spouse for living expenses. The Court cannot consider per capita payments when 
awarding spousal maintenance. 

Do you want spousal maintenance from your spouse?    Yes    No 

 
If no, continue to Section 12. If yes, complete all of the following. Attach additional sheets if 
needed. 

How old are you? 

Home many years have you and your spouse been married? 

What is the highest level of your education and what degrees have you earned (if any)? 

What is your total gross monthly income (income before taxes)? 

What are your total monthly expenses? 

How much do you think your spouse is able to pay per month (without counting any per 
capital income) for spousal maintenance? 

Are you able to maintain the standard of living established during the 
marriage without spousal maintenance?    Yes    No 

If you checked no, explain why not: ______________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
12. Vehicles 
Vehicles are cars, trucks, boats, motorcycles, snowmobiles, personal watercraft, all-terrain 
vehicles etc. that you and your spouse own either together or separately, including vehicles 
purchased after you separated. 
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Do you own a vehicle (or more than one)?       Yes    No 

Does your spouse own a vehicle (or more than one)?     Yes    No    Unknown 

 
If you and your spouse do not have any vehicles, continue to Section 13. If you or your spouse 
have any vehicles, complete this information for all vehicles that you or your spouse own, 
whether together or separately. Attach additional pages if needed. 

Type of 
Vehicle (car, 
boat, truck etc.) 

Year/Make/ 
Model 

Name(s) on 
Title 

0BCurrent 
Value 

1BBalance 
Owed 

Monthly 
Payment 

   $ $ $ 

   $ $ $ 

   $ $ $ 

   $ $ $ 

   $ $ $ 

   $ $ $ 

   $ $ $ 

   $ $ $ 

 

List how you would like the Court to divide the vehicles. The Court will order the party 
receiving the vehicle to pay for any loans and insurance for that vehicle. Attach additional 
sheets if needed. 

Year / Make / Model Awarded to: 
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13. Marital Property 
Marital property is almost anything that you or your spouse now own that was received or 
bought during the marriage, even during the times you were separated.  Marital Property includes 
household goods, furniture, jewelry, boats, real estate and other things.  Marital property does 
not include a gift or inheritance received by one spouse alone, including per capita payments. 

Have you and your spouse agreed on how to divide the marital 
property?      Yes    No 

 
If yes, continue to Section 14. If no, state how you would like the Court to divide the marital 
property. Attach additional sheets if needed. 

The Court should award this marital property to you: _________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The Court should award this marital property to your spouse: __________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
14. Non-Marital Property 
Non-marital property means: (1) anything that you or your spouse owned before the marriage; 
(2) anything that you or your spouse received as a gift, bequest, devise, or inheritance, to you or 
your spouse alone, or as a per capita payment from the Community; (3) anything that you or your 
spouse got in trade or in exchange for your non-marital property; (4) anything that is an increase 
in the value of non-marital property; (5) anything you or your spouse received after the valuation 
date set by the court; or (6) anything defined as non-marital property by a prenuptial agreement.   
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Do you have non-marital property?         Yes    No 

If Yes, list Your non-marital property. Attach additional sheets if needed.    
            
            
            
     __________________________________________ 

Does your spouse have non-marital 
property?       Yes    No    Unknown 

If Yes, list your spouse’s non-marital property. Attach additional sheets if needed.  
            
            
            
     __________________________________________ 

 

Have you and your spouse agreed on how to divide the marital property?      Yes    No 

 
If yes, continue to Section 15. If no, state how you would like the Court to divide the marital 
property. Attach additional pages if needed. 

The Court should award this non-marital property to you: _____________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The Court should award this non-marital property to your spouse: _______________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
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15. Cash & Accounts 
 
Think about all of your bank, retirement, and other investment accounts. 

Do you have money in banks, savings, cash or investments?                Yes    No 

Does your spouse have money in banks, 
savings, cash, or investments?     Yes    No    Unknown 

 
a. Accounts 

If you and your spouse do not have any cash or accounts, continue to Section 16. If you or your 
spouse have any accounts, complete this information for all accounts that you any your spouse 
own, whether together or separately, including all accounts either of you opened after you and 
your spouse separated. Use additional pages if needed. “Type of account” means checking, 
savings, money market accounts, certificates of deposit, stocks, bonds, stock options, mutual 
funds, savings bonds, and Treasury Bills, crypto currency, etc. Attach additional sheets if 
needed. 

Financial Institution  Type of Account  Amount Name(s) on Account 

  $  

  $  

  $  

  $  

  $  

  $  

  $  

 
b. Cash 

For all cash that you have not already listed in Section 15(a), list both of the following: 

You have cash in the total amount of: $ 

Your spouse has cash in the total amount of: $  Unknown 
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c. Request 
State how you would like the Court to award the accounts. Attach additional sheets if needed. 

Institution Type of Account Amount Awarded to 

  $  

  $  

  $  

  $  

  $  

  $  

 

Do you want the Court to award any cash not included in the list of 
accounts above to the person who currently has the cash?    Yes    No 

If you answered no, state how you would like the Court to award any cash not included in the 
list of accounts above? Attach additional sheets if needed. _____________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

State anything else that you want the Court to do divide your and your spouse’s cash and 
accounts. Attach additional sheets if needed. ________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
16. Real Property Information 
Real property is all land and buildings that you own. Homesite assignments are not real estate 
because the Community owns that land. All buildings and fixtures on the homesite assignment 
are “improvements” that are personal property that is owned by the member who was assigned 
the homesite, in accordance with the Community Homesite Assignment Ordinance. 
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a. Homestead 

Do you have a residence that is not on a Community Homesite 
Assignment?                Yes    No 

 
If no, continue to Section 16(b). If yes, complete this information: 

Street address 

City County State 

Legal description (you must include the full legal description. Copy the legal description from 
the deed. Do not use the property tax statement legal description. If the legal description is 
long, you may use an attachment. Type or print neatly.) ______________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Is this property is homesteaded under Minnesota law?      Yes    No 

What owners are listed on the deed? ______________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

Purchase Date Purchase Price  $ 

What is the current market value of this property? $__________________________________ 
How did you arrive at this value? ________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Are there any mortgages or loans on this property?                Yes    No 

 
If yes, complete this information for the property: 

1st Mortgage 
Amount currently owed: $ 

Name of lender: 

2nd Mortgage 
Amount currently owed: $ 

Name of lender: 
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Other mortgages or 
loans 

_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 

 
How do you want the Court to allocate this property? Select only one box: 

 Award this property to you, subject to all associated loans and mortgages, with no 
additional allocations 

 Award this property to your spouse, subject to all associated loans and mortgages, with no 
additional allocations 

 Award this property to you with these other requests concerning the property and its 
associated loans and mortgages: _______________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 Award this property to your spouse with these other requests concerning the property and 
its associated loans and mortgages: ____________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
State any other requests that you have regarding this property. Attach additional sheets if needed.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
b. Additional Property 

Do you have any other real property?                Yes    No 

 
If no, continue to Section 17. If yes, complete this information for each additional property. If 
there is more than one, complete the same information on additional pages: 

Street address: 

City: County: State: 

Legal description: 

Is this property homesteaded under Minnesota law?      Yes    No 
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What owners are listed on the deed? ______________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

Purchase Date: Purchase Price:  $ 

What is the current Market Value of this property? $__________________________________ 
How did you arrive at this value? ________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Are there any mortgages or loans on this property?                Yes    No 

 
If yes, complete this information for the property: 

1st Mortgage 
Amount currently owed: $ 

Name of lender: 

2nd Mortgage 
Amount currently owed: $ 

Name of lender: 

Other mortgages or 
loans 

_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 

 
How do you want the Court to allocate this property? Select only one box: 

 Award this property to you, subject to all associated loans and mortgages, with no 
additional allocations 

 Award this property to your spouse, subject to all associated loans and mortgages, with no 
additional allocations 

 Award this property to you with these other requests concerning the property and its 
associated loans and mortgages: ______________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 Award this property to your spouse with these other requests concerning the property and 
its associated loans and mortgages: ____________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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State any other requests that you have regarding this property. Attach additional sheets if needed. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

17. Debts
Debts include credit cards, car loans, home improvement loans, student loans and any other 
promise to make repayment. If you listed a mortgage in Section 16 of this form, you do not need 
to list it again here. 

Do you owe any debt?       Yes    No 

Does your spouse owe any debt?      Yes    No    Unknown 

If neither you nor your spouse have any debt, continue to Section 18. If either you or your spouse 
have any debt, list all debts made in your name, your spouse’s name and in both names jointly.  
Include unpaid debts from before the marriage date, during the marriage, and after separation.  
Fill in all information completely and attach another sheet of paper if necessary. 

Who is owed: Money was 
used for: 

Whose name is on the account 
and when was the debt incurred? 
Name Date 

Balance 
owed 

Monthly 
payment 

$ $ 

$ $ 

$ $ 

$ $ 

$ $ 

$ $ 

Total Debt $ $ 
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How do you want the Court to allocate these debts? Include all debts you identified in the 
previous question. Attach additional pages if needed. 

Debt Owed To: To Be Paid By: 

  

  

  

  

 
18. Name Change 

Do you want to change your name?           Yes    No 

 
If no, continue to Section 19. If yes, complete this information: 

a. What do you want your name changed to: 

First Middle Last 

b. Is this name a former legal name or family Name?     Yes    No 

c. If no, why do you want to change to this name?      
             

d. Do you intend to defraud or mislead anyone by changing your 
name: 

   Yes    No 

e. Have you been convicted of a felony?     Yes    No 

  
19. Life insurance 

Is your spouse currently a beneficiary on your life insurance?      Yes    No 

If yes, do you want your spouse to continue as the beneficiary on 
your life insurance?      Yes    No 
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20. Other 

Include any other facts you think the Court should know. Attach additional sheets if needed. 
            
            
             
             

 
Prayer for Relief 

Based upon the above information, you request that the Court issue a final judgment and decree 
dissolving the bonds of matrimony between you and your spouse, ending the marriage, awarding 
a divorce, ordering the equitable division of real and personal property, and ordering child 
support and spousal maintenance as appropriate.  

 
 

I declare under penalty of perjury that everything I have stated in this document is true 
and correct.  

Date: 

  

(Type or print your name) (Your signature) 
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